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Chapter News

· Board elections took place on June 22. The new 2007-2008 officers and at-large board members are:

President — Jeannine Koranda, Tri-City Herald

Vice President — Sara Schilling, Tri-City Herald

Treasurer — Kristina Lord, Tri-City Herald

Secretary — Michelle Dupler, Tri-City Herald

At-Large — Adriana Janovich, Yakima Herald-Republic

At-Large — Kristin M. Kraemer, Immediate Past President, Tri-City Herald

Programming Chair — Jeannine Koranda

Scholarship Chair — Sara Schilling

Do you have a suggestion for a program or SPJ social event? Or are you interested in helping with a committee? If you’re itching to participate in the chapter but don’t know how, get in touch with Jeannine Koranda at jkoranda@tricityherald,.com or 541.567.4459 and we’ll find a way to put you to work fighting for the First Amendment, promoting journalism ethics, or just getting the word out about how much you love SPJ.

· The 2007 Laurie J. Williams Scholarship has been awarded to Whitman College student Joy Bacon. Joy will use the $500 scholarship to continue her journalism curriculum at the college.

Upcoming Events

What: 
SPJ Social Night — Tri-Cities

When:
7 p.m., Friday August 10

Where: 
Kimo’s Sports Café, 2696 N. Columbia Center Blvd.

Bonus:
SPJ will pay for the first $30 worth of drinks, so get there early

What:

SPJ Social Night — Yakima

When:
6:30 p.m., Friday August 24

Where:
Yakima Sports Center, 214 East Yakima Avenue

Bonus:
SPJ will pay for the first $30 worth of drinks, so get there early
What:

SPJ Board Meeting

When:
Noon, Friday August 17

Where:
Tri-City Herald
Call for Donations

The William O. Douglas pro chapter is looking for local interest items to put into gift baskets that will be donated to SPJ’s Legal Defense Fund auction at the national convention in Washington D.C. Last year’s baskets were among the top sellers for the LDF fundraiser auction. We’d like to repeat that again this year.

We’re looking for ideas or donations. If have a favorite local wine, coffee, or food item you think has to be sampled by someone living outside the region, or if you know a local business that might be willing to donate to a worthy cause, contact Jeannine Koranda at  jkoranda@tricityherald,.com or 541.567.4459 before August 17.

Thought for the day
“The dominant purpose of the First Amendment was to prohibit the widespread practice of government suppression of embarrassing information.”

--William O. Douglas

The Tri-City Herald recently fought the Richland City Council over a closed meeting to set goals for the interim city manager. The Herald objected to closure of the meeting, arguing the planned discussion didn’t meet any of the allowable exemptions in Washington’s Open Public Meetings Act as interpreted by the Attorney General’s Open Government Ombudsman. The council voted to close the meeting over the objection.

Have you recently fought an open records, open meetings or First Amendment battle? Send your war stories to Michelle Dupler at mdupler@tricityherald.com for possible inclusion in the next SPJ newsletter.

Comings & Goings

Nathan Isaacs is leaving the Tri-City Herald to pursue a master’s degree in business. His last day is Friday, Aug. 3. We wish Nate the best of luck in his new endeavor!

If you’d like to give a nice big welcome to someone new to your newsroom, or offer your congratulations to a co-worker moving on to bigger and better things, shoot an e-mail to Michelle Dupler at mdupler@tricityherald.com and we’ll include it in the next issue.
